THORNYDALE FAMILY CHURCH
Statement of Faith
1. The Word of God
We believe the Bible is God's written revelation to man. It is composed of sixty-six books of the
Old and New Testament. It is verbally inspired in every word, and absolutely inerrant in the
original documents. We affirm the infallibility, sufficiency, and authority of Scripture. We affirm its
supreme infallibility in all matters of faith and conduct.
2. The Trinity
We believe That there is but one Living and true God, an infinite, all-knowing Spirit, perfect in all
His attributes, one in essence, eternally existing in three Persons - the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit each co-equal and co-eternal with the same power and glory, having the same attributes and
perfections.
3. God the Father
We believe in God, the Father, an infinite personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and
love. We believe that he concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that he hears and
answers prayers and that he saves from sin and death all that come to Him through Jesus Christ.
4. Jesus Christ
We believe that Jesus Christ is God's only begotten Son, and has precisely the same nature,
attributes and perfection as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. We believe that He is not
only true God but also a true Man, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born from a virgin. We also
believe in His sinless life, His substitutionary atonement, His bodily resurrection from the dead, His
ascension into heaven His priestly intercession on behalf of his people, and His personal visible
return from heaven.
5. The Holy Spirit
We believe the Holy Spirit is a person and is fully God. As the supernatural and sovereign Agent
in regeneration, the Holy Spirit baptizes all believers into the Body of Christ at the moment of
salvation. The Holy Spirit also indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers them for service, and seals
them unto the day of redemption.
6. Regeneration
We believe that every person is a sinner by nature and by choice and is, therefore, under
condemnation. We believe that those who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord are regenerated by the Holy Spirit. We believe that the salvation of man, who is sinful
and lost, is instantaneous and accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit through the
instrumentality of the Word of God when the repentant sinner - enabled by the Holy Spirit responds in faith. This salvation is wholly of God by grace on the basis of the redeeming work of
Jesus Christ, the merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis of human merit or works. All
Christians are kept by God's power and are thus secure in Christ forever.

7. The Church
We believe that all who put their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately placed by the Holy Spirit
into one united spiritual Body, the church, of which Christ is the head. The purpose of the church
is to glorify God by building its members up in the faith, by instruction of the word, by fellowship,
by keeping the ordinances, and by advancing and communicating the gospel to the entire
world. The formation of the church, the Body of Christ, began on the Day of Pentecost and will
be completed at the coming of Christ for His own at the rapture. We believe in the local church
consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on credible profession of faith and
associated for worship, discipleship, ministry, fellowship, and evangelism.
8. Priesthood of the believer
We believe in the priesthood of all believers: that Christ is our great high priest and through Him
every born again person has direct access into God’s presence without the need of a human
priest. The believer, as guided by the Holy Spirit, has the right and responsibility to personally
study and apply the Scriptures.
9. End times
We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the saved and the unsaved; the saved unto the
resurrection of life and the unsaved unto the resurrection of damnation.
10. Ordinances
We believe the local church has been given two ordinances: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
We believe that baptism is by immersion of believers, thus portraying the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is the partaking of bread and the cup
by the believer as a continuing memorial of the broken body and shed blood of Christ.
11. Marriage
We believe that marriage is the sacred union of one man and one woman in an exclusive
covenant commitment for their joint lifetime. Marriage was established by God at creation and
is essentially rooted in the created order and is a representation of Jesus’ relationship to the
church. We believe that all sexual relations are to be exercised solely within such a marriage
relationship.

